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Thanks for picking up this zine! 
 
All the writing and art in this zine is done by the membership of the 
South Jersey Democratic Socialists of America (SJDSA). We are a big 
tent leftist group, open to all who have found themselves questioning 
if the current situation (in terms of economics, racial and social justice, 
environmental policy and foreign policy, among others) is REALLY the 
best we can do. 
 
We at SJDSA certainly do not believe so.. .  We see capitalism as a failed 
concept, subject to incredible inequality with only a very few profit-
ing from the labor of so many.  We believe there is a better way, where 
workers are able to organize their workplaces to ensure fair treatment for 
all, where healthcare isn’t tied to your income level but based strictly on 
need, where all people, regardless of race, gender identity or religious 
belief are able to live their fully realized lives, free from the shackles of 
crushing debt and permanent underclass status.   
 
It doesn’t have to be this way.
A better world is possible, but we have to build it. 
 
We stand against racism, sexism, imperialism, the carceral state and the 
wholesale pillaging of our environment and resources.
 
We believe in the power of the working classes around the world to free 
themselves from the shackles of capital.  And yes, while we absolutely 
stand opposed to the Trump regime, we recognize it as a symptom of the 
disease that infects much of this world, not as the disease itself.  The con-
servatives ri seems to be doing their  best to condemn us all to a world 
of dwindling scarcity and violence, while liberals simply want to move 
towards the center to appease the right-wing..  We need an alternative and 
we believe we might be it, or at least a start. 
 
If any of this speaks to you, if you’ve felt as if you’re the only person 
who sees the world this way, rest assured you’re not.
   
Solidarity Forever,
The South Jersey Democratic Socialists of America
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Assimilation = SILENCE and Silence = DEATH

Assimilation is a type of silence;A removal of identity, of 
culture, of self. Assimilation is to set aside differences that make us 
ourselves and to fall into fold with what is comfortable and accepted. 
To assimilate is to remove one’s unique sense of self and step into the 
shadows.
  Mainstream culture is ultimately white, straight, able-bodied 
and male. The default for life is this. All variance outside, whether 
they be brown, black, queer, trans, feminine, disabled, and so forth, 
is seen as ‘Other’. They are not the default and are ultimately expect-
ed to bend to being as close to these norms as possible in order to be 
accepted.
  Queer people are expected to get married, have a family, a 
dog, a fenced in yard. They are expected to have a partner who is the 
‘opposite’ in regards to their perceived roles. They can’t be visibly 
queer unless neatly packaged for the delicate sensitivities of the out-
side world. You cannot be too queer, at least not visibly, or you will 
face scorn and exclusion.
  So what does assimilation ultimately get you? A peaceful life? 
Until you are found out by your employer and fired which is legal in 
28 states (or 30 if you are transgender). They won’t care if you are 
one of those ‘respectable’ gays. They will see you are queer and fire 
you.
  Let’s take a step back. How about finding a job? If you are 
transgender, your unemployment rate is three times the national av-
erage. No amount of assimilation will protect you if you are outed to 
your employer or coworkers.
  If you get that new job, how certain can you be that your 
coworkers will be welcoming to you? Put on that nice facade, show 
them how much like them you are! Just one of the boys, who just 
happens to like other dudes. Right? Wrong. 10% of queer workers left 
their jobs because of unwelcoming work environments.
  At least we can get married! But marriage, ultimately, is a tax 
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break and a way to share healthcare, a human right that should be 
afforded to all. Lifelong partnerships are possible without marriage.
  So what does assimilation get you? Temporary comfort at the 
loss of your identity. Assimilation gets death, in a sense of the word. 
No longer can you be you, but need to measure every action and 
reaction in relation to how society will see it. You can’t be too queer, 
too loud, too visible. Assimilation erases the differences that make 
us human. It denies the variance of our species and what ultimately 
makes each of us an individual.
  Falling into line addresses none of the issues that hurt those 
who assimilate (and those who do not). Assimilation ignores the prob-
lems at hand as opposed to fighting them, loud and angry. Spit and 
fury. Rainbow and glitter.
  These systems of oppression (capitalism, assimilation, hetero-
sexism, homophobia, transphobia, racism, ableism, and many more) 
all serve to force people to work as cogs in the machine devoid of any 
light or life. They ask you to submit and obey without offering you 
anything for your service.

Your silence will not protect you. Your assimilation will not 
protect you. Banding together with your community, uplifting indi-
vidual voices on the basis of their individuality and merit, being loud, 
proud, and unapologetic. That is the beginnings of true liberation.

-Lucian Clark / @TinyAwoo / GenderTerror.com



8

LABOR VS CAPITAL: 
THE MURDER OF JOCK YABLONSKI 

Joseph “Jock” Yablonski of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania became active 
with the United Mine Workers of America in 1934 after his father was 
killed in a mine explosion. He quickly rose through the ranks of the 
organization and took on leadership roles in the 1950s-1960s. In 1963 
he clashed with W.A. “Tough Tony” Boyle who was the president of 
UMWA, accusing him of cronyism and corruption. The UMWA had 
become increasingly undemocratic throughout Boyle’s career with 
officials hand-picked from the top and not elected from the bottom 
and a close knit ruling hierarchy. The rank and file members felt that 
the union was failing to do enough for the health, safety and welfare 
of the miners’.
 
Jock Yablonski decided to break ranks and run against Boyle for the 
union’s leadership. He lost to Boyle by a 2 to 1 margin and quick-
ly claimed that the victory had been a fraud. An investigation was 
prompted into the electoral process.
 
Three weeks after the investigation began the bodies of Jock, his wife 
Margaret, and their 25 year old daughter Charlotte were discovered 
in their Pittsburgh home on January 5, 1970. Three gunmen had been 
stalking Jock for weeks, waiting for an opportunity to murder him. 
That opportunity came on New Year’s Eve 1969.
 
They entered the home around 1am after the family had gone to bed. 
First entering Charlotte’s room where she was shot in her sleep. Next, 
they entered her parent’s room who had been awoken by the gunfire. 
Margaret and Jock were both killed as Jock was reaching for the rifle 
which he kept by the bed.
 
The three men were identified as Paul Gilly, Aubran Martin and 
Claude Vealey. The police classified them as “clowns” who left finger-
prints everywhere and they were quickly captured, tried and convict-
ed. 
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Immediate suspicion was raised against Tony Boyle. He was indicted 
in early March 1971 for embezzling $49,000 in union funds to make 
illegal campaign donations in the 1968 presidential campaign (hmm, I 
wonder who he was supporting?). In September 1973 he was arrested 
on first degree murder charges in the deaths of the Yablonski family. 
Before the trial he attempted suicide by overdose and failed. He was 
found guilty and sentenced to three consecutive life sentences at a 
correctional facility in Dallas, PA where he died in 1985.
 
Shortly after the Yablonski family was laid to rest major reforms  were 
enacted in UMWA politics and in miners’ health and safety regula-
tions. The changes that Jock had fought for during most of his career 
had finally arrived.

-Caity C
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Posting Is Good But Direct Action Is Better

What’s a day in the life of your average leftist? If you’re one of those 
social media savvy millennials, statistically rejecting capitalism in 
favor of socialism more and more every day, it might go a little bit 
like so; You are forcibly woken up by your phone alarm for yet an-
other day of wage slavery. While you’re finding your head, you scroll 
through facebook in a daze and are met with the same combination 
of memes (you’re really into Da Share Zone and Gritty right now), 
articles about the latest mass shootings and trump outrage, and if you 
haven’t purged them yet, unbearable scrawl from your liberal and 
conservative relatives alike. Blech.

You’re at work. Pissed off for two reason; 1. Whatever the latest 
developments are in late-stage capitalism or America’s race towards 
institutional fascism got you down or 2. You’re at work being under-
paid supporting either corporate demons or small business tyrants. 
Lose Lose. This is when you log into twitter dot com, you know, the 
place known for defending Nazi speech and allowing our big wet 
president to rile up the boomers who’ve been fortunate enough to get 
their grandkids to show them how to operate an iPhone. It’s here your 
day-to-day socialist really gets to let loose.

Is someone telling you that All Lives Matter? Go off. Getting ac-
cused of being a George Soros or Russia plant? Go Off. Is some 
Trans-Exclusionary Radical Feminist saying something dumb about 
bathrooms? Go Off. Is a #resistance blowhard wondering where their 
America went as round Nazis gut people in the streets? Go Off. Steve 
Bannon still exists? Go Off. Stalinists are challenging your ideological 
purity? Go Off. Is a college republican spouting Logic, Reason, and 
Facts about race science in your menchies (millennial lingo for your 
replies)? Go Off, King.

You can spend all day in the twitter echo-chamber yelling at whoev-
er you want and getting that sweet sweet dopamine rush when other 
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lefties ‘fave’ and ‘retweet’ your hilarious insults. However, what does 
all that Going Off get us at the end of the day? Not much!! Outside of 
a bit of stress relief and maybe company time wasted, which is ad-
mittedly good praxis. Twitter is less about civil discussion and more 
about screaming into the void with a choir that mostly agrees with 
you. Which it’s all the better for really, as a good revolutionary knows 
politics isn’t won with West Wing style civil debate. Still, it doesn’t 
matter how much theory you read, news you keep up on, and woke 
rhetoric you stay abreast of. If all you’re doing is posting, you’re not 
doing anything at all.

So how can we supplement our posting? We need to change the defi-
nition of a ‘good poster’ from someone who does funny memes and 
words online to someone who does good and also posts. It’s abso-
lutely good to tweet something like ‘Ted Cruz is The Zodiac Killer’ 
if you’re also trying to unionize your workplace. It’s ok to go into the 
menchies (again, replying to somebody) of people that think that Joe 
Biden should be president and calling them worm-brained if you’re 
canvassing for universal health-care. It’s totally fine to go off on 
anyone who lacks the proper nuance to talk about Palestine and israel 
as long as, in real life, you’re educating the people around you about 
Palestine and Israel.

With the looming threats of global warming, worldwide fascism, and 
the late-capitalism that drives it all, we need more than posting and 
good intentions. Being a devout Maoist on facebook means a lot less 
than helping to materially improve the conditions of people in your 
community and worldwide. The relief and solidarity of devout posting 
is a boon, but it’s one we should earn. Preferably with our labor and a 
constant stream of direct action. Oh. Wait? You’re saying writing for a 
zine is just posting IRL? Aw Sh-

-@yourfriendcimi



12

Against Luxury without Luxury

Luxury without luxury is a waste of labor’s resources.  Not the type 
of basic luxury that working people regularly enjoy, like a candy bar.  
Luxury without luxury turns ordinary goods and services into overval-
ued symbols of elite social status, such as cheap wine served in expen-
sive glasses.  In Down and Out in Paris and London, George Orwell 
exposed the wasted and exploited labor of the poorest workers that 
makes this illusion of grandeur possible.

Written in the ghettos, workhouses, and lodging-houses of the 
1930s, Down and Out in Paris and London is a window into a world 
of suffering that is unimaginable, yet routine.  Orwell washed dishes 
in hellish cellars beneath the most expensive Paris kitchens.  He 
argued that this type of work was unnecessary.  To him, «luxury 
without luxury» was «slavery» and «...more or less useless. For, after 
all, where is the real need of big hotels and smart restaurants? They 
are supposed to provide luxury, but in reality they provide only a 
cheap, shoddy imitation of it.”  If only the rich can afford it, the work 
that reproduces social status deserves to be put to better use.

The spirits of working people are sucked dry by labor that exists ex-
clusively for the benefit of the dominating classes.  Just the opposite, 
workers’ inability to enjoy the fruits of their labor gives them noth-
ing but alienation.  What sustains this waste is the myth that work is 
inherently uplifting.  Even more, the rich fear idleness and believe that 
keeping the poor busy ensures order.   Universal luxury is the remedy: 
shorter working weeks and guaranteed leisure time for all.

-JF
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Looking Back In Anger

 The back half of 2018 saw a pair of documentaries that re-
flect on centennial anniversaries, one on the cataclysm of World War 
I and its conclusion, the other on a “buried secret” mass deportation 
in Arizona. The former, Peter Jackson’s They Shall Not Grow Old, 
approaches its subject uncritically. Ever the gearhead, Jackson is 
more preoccupied with presenting marvelously restored and colorized 
footage of the war. The film does not glamorize the bloodshed, and the 
veterans who narrate it don’t pull any punches in detailing the horrors 
of their experience. But there’s no framing, no context. The audience 
is purposefully left just as much in the dark as those who enlisted. 
Imperialism unchecked. A technologically dazzling film about the 
world’s first fully mechanized war, sponsored in part by the Imperial 
War Museum, with nothing to say beyond “war is hell,” is maybe a 
little beyond parody considering the hyper-mediated vacuity of our 
moment. Contrast this listlessness with Robert Greene’s Bisbee ‘17, 
a film following the town of Bisbee, AZ as it prepares for a re-enact-
ment of the round-up and exile of striking copper miners, many of 
them immigrants and members of the IWW, that occurred there in 
July of 1917. The immediacy of its story is obvious, and cyclical, and 
powerful, but there is also power in seeing a community engage with 
its dark past and broadcast its shame. Greene’s films usually draw 
attention to artifice, but never with this lens on a politically fraught 
history. There’s value in Jackson’s film as a sort of shellshock curative 
to any romantic notions of war, but Greene gets at something cultural-
ly productive while still presenting both sides of Bisbee’s attitudes to-
wards the story. Facts do not exist in a vacuum, even (and especially) 
those that are 100 years removed from their sources. In other words, 
to quote Frederic Jameson, “Always historicize!” 

They Shall Not Grow Old saw a one-day theatrical release in December, but will get a limited run at the 
beginning of 2019; Bisbee ’17 premiered at Sundance 2018 and has not yet gotten a wide theatrical run, 
but a series of short films can be viewed at https://www.bisbee17.com/shorts 

-Jake R

https://www.bisbee17.com/shorts
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SORRY TO BOTHER YOU

Sorry to Bother You brings a lot to the table.  It’s a film of 
magic realism inspired by banality of telemarketing by the director’s 
own admission but leaving the movie at just that is a disservice.  The 
jokes mostly hit, and boy do they hit hard when they do.  For a fresh-
men effort Boots Riley captures the imagination and helplessness 
that courses through low level employees in big companies.  The low 
pay, the equal amount of abuse and infantilization hurled at workers 
fighting to get by, and the coping mechanisms they develop to succeed 
in this kind of world.  This issue is brought up by the film’s famous 
approach to code switching, the eponymous “White Voice.”  The issue 
of a black man having to not only mimic a white guy to advance in 
the working world, but through an imaginary form of white the mov-
ie states, is not my place to discuss.  A fact that I m place to discuss 
is the solidarity the movie puts forward as a solution to this coping 
mechanism, community. 

 While the protagonist Cassius Greene (get it?) gets far on his 
own through his aspirational white voice, the tone of a man who has 
only been laid off never fired, he finds a world increasingly hostile to 
his advancement.  Not actively malicious like that of low-level pover-
ty he previously endured but one of pure apathy that is more than will-
ing to throw away one part of the whole, even an exceptional exam-
ple, for half-baked reasons.  The path of success isolates him from the 
things he purchases and those he loves, and those sacrifices are proven 
to be just as disposable as he was as a low tier worker.  

Sorry to Bother You posits that the only defense against such 
monstrous apathy is people coming together as a group.  Early in the 
film he still anxious Cassius goes out for drinks with his coworkers, 
has a loving girlfriend, and is one of the first approached by an or-
ganizer about improving conditions for ground-level telemarketers.  
As Greene leaves these people behind on his climb to the top, they 
instead grow closer together as a unit.  The main character’s original 
co-workers are an extremely disparate group of all races, ages and 
impliedly, orientations.  However, they come together over the fact 
the are all hard workers who despite giving it their all are not being 



15

paid enough to afford necessities.  Ignoring the option Cassius took of 
self-advancement that ultimately proves self-destructive his co-work-
ers focus on the immediate issues at hand for all of them and make as 
much headway to their goal as Greene does.

The turning point of the film will be obvious and a final cash 
in on the director’s promise of magic realism.  Along with another 
commitment to Riley’s love of puns.  A movie this equally cynical and 
strangely hopeful is a joy to behold.  At a time when tech companies 
are under such rightful scrutiny the idea of one hero riding in to solve 
all our problems is at an all-time low Sorry to Bother You is here with 
a solution.  All the heavy questions posed by the movie are helped by 
the fact that it frankly hilarious.  You’ll laugh so hard the horse pill 
will go down smooth.

-TJM
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Across

2. One of America's earliest advocates for the rights of the

disabled.

4. Chairman of the Illinois chapter of the Black Panther Party,

assassinated by the FBI and Chicago Police.

6. Acronym for the Congressional investigation committee

responsible for the harassment and blacklisting of leftist

activists.

7. The first place leftists are told to move to "if they love

socialism so much."

9. Location of a five month strike in 1913.

12. Island in the West Indies invaded by the United States to

overthrow it's Marxist government.

Down

1. Queer liberation activist, often credited with "throwing the

first brick" during the police raid on the Stonewall Inn.

3. Developer of the theory of general relativity.

5. PolishGerman early 20th century writer and Marxist theorist.

6. Nicknamed "Big Bill", founding member and early leader of

the IWW (Industrial Workers of the World).

8. President of Burkina Faso (1983-1987).

10. American Socialist: 1855-1926, 5 time presidential

candidate.

11. Leftist intellectual and writer and well known prison

abolitionist.

Test your knowledge of socialists through history
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Across
2. One of America’s earliest advocates for the rights of the disabled.
4. Chairman of the Illinois chapter of the Black Panther Party, assassi-
nated by the FBI and Chicago Police.
6. Acronym for the Congressional investigation committee responsible 
for the harassment and blacklisting of leftist activists.
7. The first place leftists are told to move to “if they love socialism so 
much.”
9. Location of a five month strike in 1913.
12. Island in the West Indies invaded by the United States to overthrow 
it’s Marxist government.
14. Writer of Animal Farm and 1984.
16. Princeton born singer, actor, and political activist.

Down
1. Queer liberation activist, often credited with “throwing the first 
brick” during the police raid on the Stonewall Inn.
3. Developer of the theory of general relativity.
5. PolishGerman early 20th century writer and Marxist theorist.
6. Nicknamed “Big Bill”, founding member and early leader of the 
IWW (Industrial Workers of the World).
8. President of Burkina Faso (1983-1987).
10. American Socialist: 1855-1926, 5 time presidential candidate.
11. Leftist intellectual and writer and well known prison abolitionist.
12. Folk singer, labor activist, had a guitar with a sign reading “This 
Machine Kills Fascists.”
13. “The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class 
struggles.”
15. Leader of the 1917 Russian revolution
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WHAT SOCIALISM AND THE DSA MEAN TO A 
QUEER & TRANS WOMAN LIKE ME

When thinking about socialism, first and foremost I am reminded of 
what Eugene Debs said:

“I am opposing a social order in which it is possible for one man who 
does absolutely nothing that is useful to amass a fortune of hundreds 
of millions of dollars, while millions of men and women who work all 
the days of their lives secure barely enough for a wretched existence.”

The reason I always think about what Eugene Debs said is because it 
perfectly encapsulates what I had long felt for most of my adult life. 
We, as workers, are responsible for all that is produced, yet very few 
of us actually enjoy the fruits of our labor. Ask yourself, if no one 
was working, would CEOs of companies be making millions (if not 
billions) of dollars per year? The answer should come to you quickly. 
No. This is the inherent problem of capitalism - it is exploitative of 
both man and planet. The only logical conclusion to me, therefore, 
was a system that abolished the concept of profit margins over the 
lives of human beings and the planet itself: Socialism.

Socialism at its very essence, is liberation. In less metaphysical terms, 
however, it simply enables us to be the arbiters of our lives – ones in 
which we can experience the full breadth of the human experience. 
For a queer and transgender woman like me, it means a world in 
which I can live without fear – fear of violence, bigotry, and employ-
ment discrimination. It means that mine and my trans sister’s ability 
to survive is not predicated on the “Sophie’s choice” between survival 
sex work and low-paying, demeaning, and exploitative labor.

Socialism, also means, solidarity. Solidarity doesn’t mean simply 
ideologically supporting the cause of liberation for oppressed groups 
– it implies action. Doing things, no matter how small, that can dras-
tically improve someone’s life. Whether it be a brake light check, 
protests, boycotts, school-supply drives, union organizing, bailing 
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out the unjustly imprisoned, striking, or a host of any other things, 
by being present in (and uplifting) the lives of oppressed people, we 
remind everyone that together there is no force that can overcome us. 
And I cannot tell you how powerful the feeling was when I came to 
that realization.

In turn, I see the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA) as the entity 
which can help us build the Socialist future of solidarity and libera-
tion. Every experience I have had with DSA has shown me that the 
path forward lies in working within our communities to build social-
ism from the ground up – because when we work together, we all win. 
More importantly, what is achieved remains – as no law can prevent 
the force of will of a unified people marching under the common ban-
ner of freedom for everyone.

-Haley Marie Brown
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Interested in learning more about DSA
and socialism?

Contact us:
email: dsasouthjersey@gmail.com
Twitter/Facebook: @dsasouthjersey

South Jersey DSA
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