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Weird times in South Jersey lately right?  Over the spring and summer 
of 2019, we’ve seen multiple tornado warnings (and actual tornadoes), 
destructive floods, heatwaves (with some more flooding mixed in!). This 
past July was just named the hottest month in recorded history, globally.

And yet, much of the discourse around global warming and environ-
mental issues is centered around the concept of personal responsibility 
— plastic straw bans, reusable shopping bags, electric vehicles — while 
the true culprits, the ones who pollute our air and water and profit from 
environmental disasters, are allowed to proceed their destructive prac-
tices, alll in the name of profit.  People are being displaced, land being 
ruined, shorelines are dissapearing and people all across the world are 
being forced from their homes in waves of climate migration.  And what 
er the major corporations doing?  Offering minimal change, all the while 
making sure that their profits are not harmed.

The truly wealthy folks, the captains of industry, are more than aware 
that these changes are occuring, and instead of begging for forgiveness 
and dedicating their immense personal and corporate wealth, are instead 
buying property in places like central New Zealand, complete with food 
storage and private security, to protect from what they feel are inevitable 
conflicts over food, water, and safe housing in the years to come.

The working masses don’t have the ability to do so, and will be the ones 
who will be subjected to these disastrous effects and policies.  We will 
be the ones forced to move, forced to ration water, told to eat insects as a 
“sustainable protein” while the rich won’t be forced to make these same 
choices, and will in fact continue to be praised for donating small parts of 
their wealth for philanthropical pursuits.

It doesn’t have to be this way.  The key is organization and mobilization. 
This society is killing us, but this does not have to be the society we live 
in.

Global warming is real, and is happening now.  We have the power to 
stop it, but we can only do it together.  
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It Crept In
--

May 21,
2041

 Every day, when I lower my legs from my bed it’s there to 
greet me. We’re all forced to tread through it day in and day out. 
Almost all of us, that is. Anyone who had enough money moved away 
to the mountains, and a few brave souls left on foot year ago. But 
we’re just a small, humble fishing village. None of us ever had that 
much money to begin with and our government’s all but abandoned 
us. Maybe once a month or two they deliver some rations, usually just 
rice grain and powdered milk, but they’ll never get us outta here. 

 When it first made it through the doors, I thought I’d just get 
used to it  We nailed in more shelves to keep our things high and 
bought a number of airtight boxes to keep our treasures in, mostly just 
old photos and my mother’s jewelry. Whatever little modifications we 
could make to keep our home going we did, but it’s helped very little. 
Not like the electricity round these parts works anymore. Even if we 
had a generator, how could we get the fuel? We’ve been living like 
our ancestors once again. 

 It’s all so physical too. We never thought about this until there 
was no way to keep it out of the homes anymore, but do you know 
what it’s like to be in it all the time? Each and every day, your skin 
goes cold and mushy. There’s a residue on everything you touch too. 
We try our best to rid our clothes and blankets of it the old fashion 
way, on a string in the wind, but it’s there. Like an itch. Like words 
you wish you could take back, like other actions you should have 
done. 

 As bad as this physical sensations are, maybe the sound’s 
worse. Slosh slosh slosh slosh. No matter who are you and where 
you go, you’re always making that sloshing sound. We never used to 

think of it, doing our fishing and the like, but the sloshing never ends. 
Reminds me of an old story I read, I forget much of it but a guy had 
killed another man and buried him in his house. However, he con-
stantly heard the beating of his victim’s heart, so much it drove him 
mad. I feel like that sometimes, and I didn’t kill no body! 

 Thinking about stories and books and what not, much of those 
have already been destroyed. Nobdoy thought them essential, so they 
didn’t prioritize what little we had. These days instead of reading, 
we’re too busy cleaning our house of critters. I used to mean bugs 
and grubs and maybe a mouse when I said critters, now it’s all sorts 
of slimy little guys making their way in. You try to get them all out 
but you know next time you open your front door it brings them right 
back in. Least it makes finding dinner easy.
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ECOSOCIALISM I: THE TRUTH 
// Wayne R. (@welldugoldmole)

The Communist Manifesto compared modern society to “the sorcerer 
who is no longer able to control the powers of the nether world whom 
he has called up by his spells.” The engine of growth that was un-
leashed in England two centuries ago has become a runaway machine, 
consuming energy at a pace that challenges the existence of life on 
earth itself.

We have crossed four of nine planetary boundaries, and our world is 
shifting rapidly into a new and unpredictable state. Industrial activity 
lies behind these changes, from climate change to loss of biosphere 
integrity. We lay the blame for this on the capitalist class, which lives 
according to the motto, Apres nous, le déluge (“after us the flood”). 
For billions of people this is the future.

Capitalists treat the planet Earth as a free gift, and nature as a source 
of value to be mined for all it is worth. They pollute the air, poison the 
water, strip mine the earth, clear cut the forests, and then charge us for 
the privilege of using them (if they’re still clean enough to use). They 
have created a rift between human beings and the world that created 
us so that every aspect of our lives can be bought and sold at market.

We’re told we have abundance because you can go into a store and 
choose from 50 brands of toothpaste but still, children go hungry in 
the richest nation in the world. They manufacture endless variety of 
useless crap, and once it’s done, the plastics that it’s made from make 
their way into our waterways and our food supplies. We are told we 
are free because we can strap ourselves into machines weighing a ton 
or more and burn fossil fuels to drive from one congested place to 
another. 

As a result we stand in the midst of a great extinction event, and if 
we’re not lucky humanity could be a victim.

ECOSOCIALISM II: OUR HOPE 
// Wayne R. (@welldugoldmole)

Society doesn’t have to be this way.

We can build enough renewable energy for everyone to have a decent 
standard of living. We can grow food sustainably for most human 
beings on earth. We can cut emissions to net zero, and restrict fossil 
fuels to zero, if we have the political will to do it.

To accomplish this we need a social revolution. We can’t make a sus-
tainable society around the principles of capitalist growth and the free 
market. We need democratic decision-making, because resources are 
not unlimited and need to be shared responsibly. We need to produce 
goods on the basis of human need, not the corporate bottom line. And 
we need to make everything to be durable and reusable instead of 
single-use and obsolescent.

The struggle for such a society must be intersectional. We cannot 
accept a “green” world that doesn’t take care of the needs of workers, 
women, indigenous and oppressed nationalities, LGBTQ+ people, 
disabled and other oppressed people, who will receive the brunt of 
unevenly distributed climate catastrophe. We must protect them as 
well as those whose living will be disrupted by the end of the fossil 
fuel economy.

We foreground this concept, called a just transition, as we confront 
climate change. We combine it with energy democracy that gives 
communities control over their energy, transit justice and housing 
justice that create a sustainable infrastructure, immigration justice for 
the refugees of climate catastrophe and war, decolonization for indige-
nous communities who have seen their land stolen and despoiled, and 
demilitarization as we take on the military-industrial complex as one 
of the world’s worst polluters.

It will be a long and difficult fight, but we can win.
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Climate Anxiety

“The obviousness of disaster becomes an asset to its apologists - what 
everyone knows no one need say - and under cover of silence is al-
lowed to proceed.” - Theodor Adorno, Minima Moralia 
 
Our lives on social media are damaged ones.  Scroll through Facebook 
or Twitter on any given day and you’ll see four, five, even six or more 
headlines warning about the impending doom of climate change: 
 
CBS: “It turns out climate change could Be bad” 
 
CNN: “What it’s like at the ground zero of climate change” 
 
MSNBC: “Why Trump should focus on climate change if he wants to 
stop immigrants” 
 
Buzzfeed: “23 reasons why we need to stop freaking out over climate 
change” 
 
Bite your lip, chew on your nails, or grind your teeth.  From boringly 
obvious to painstaking denial, these headlines incite slow and agoniz-
ing anxiety. 
 
The prospect of what our world will look like in one hundred years is 
absolutely dreadful.  Any rational person without their head up their 
ass is bound to fear the impending climate catastrophe.  The catch 22 
of late capitalism is that information about the apocalypse is increas-
ingly at our fingertips, but we feel powerless to do anything about 
it.  It’s like a toddler who wants something, but doesn’t know how to 
communicate it using words.  Frustration boils over into tears.  For us, 
it burrows deeper into our unconscious. 
 
Our age is one of the return of the repressed.  Apocalyptic movies, TV 
series, and video games are churned out like indistinguishable rep-
licas.  Netflix’s Black Summer, HBO’s Chernobyl, and even Hulu’s 

Handmaid’s Tale offer only a temporary escape from our very real 
concerns about capitalism’s destruction of the environment. 
 
Climate grief is real.  More specifically, the National Center for Bio-
technology Information defines this as Solastalgia: “...the distress that 
is produced by environmental change impacting on people while they 
are directly connected to their home environment.”  I’ll spare you the 
data, but is there anything we can do about it?  The American Psycho-
logical Association thinks so.  In 2017, they wrote a 69 page guide for 
dealing with the trauma of climate change.  In it, the authors advocate 
“building resilience,” which they define as “... the ability of a person 
(or community) to cope with, grow through, and transcend adver-
sity.”  Take a deep breath, push your climate emotions deep down 
inside, and keep on keeping on. 
 
Repression is unhealthy.  You don’t need Freud to tell you that.  But 
the half-baked solutions to climate change that our politicians propose 
induce a familiar remedy: anger.  The Green New Deal is better than 
nothing, but the bleak prospects of striking a deal with the mad emper-
ors of capitalism doesn’t alleviate our distress.  Catharsis comes in the 
form of passionate rage.  “The last must become the first,” as Franz 
Fanon said of the earth’s wretched masses.  Nothing less should be 
our demand.  By declaring war on our very existence, our ruling class 
deserves whatever it gets.  To paraphrase Alexander Cockburn: is your 
hate pure?  Conciliation leaves nothing but anxiety when the end of 
history is in sight. 
 
By John F.
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The Bourgeoisie and the Never Ending Oil Wars

Since 1988 one hundred companies have been the cause of more than 
70% of the entire world’s greenhouse gas emissions. Companies such 
as ExxonMobil, Shell, BP and Chevron have bought Congress, with 
members like Ted Cruz, Beto O’Rourke, and Kevin Cramer among 
many others standing aside while these greedy monsters to continue 
destroying the planet. 

Meanwhile the proletariat must deal with the fallout of our natural 
forests, lakes, deserts, and landscapes are being ravaged in the pursuit 
of personal profit. Two years before 9/11 Vice President Dick Cheney 
was examining Iraq’s oil assets as an executive member of oil com-
pany Halliburton. Once in office, Cheney, as well as other members 
of the Bush White House drummed up support for an invasion of Iraq 
based on false pretenses. This illegitimate war that killed 4,486 Amer-
ican soldiers, as well as over 460,000 Iraqis. 

While they suffered, US government officials and business execu-
tives patted themselves on the back. It wasn’t their children dying in 
the sand, they don’t give a fuck about the Iraqi civilians getting shot, 
raped, mutilated, tortured, and thrown in the pit known as Guantana-
mo bay with no hope of ever seeing daylight again. All so they can 
buy a new private jet. If this doesn’t enrage you, you are not a human 
being. We lost, we are losing our planet, and we’re losing and ruining 
lives. We need to step away from fossil fuels. We need to not support 
the companies profiting of these oil wars. We need to support congress 
and senate members that are not bought and paid for. We can combat 
this by changing our lifestyles, trading in our cars for either electric or 
hybrid.  

Our communities can build our own forms of fuel and energy. We can 
build solar panels, Biofuel generators. Below I’m going to include 
a link on how to build a biofuel generator to create biodiesel that is 
made via yard clippings and other waste. 

https://www.instructables.com/id/Make-Your-Own-Biodiesel-Proces-
sor/

A link on how to create solar panels 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoM7KlyhOvg

Change comes from within. How much longer can we sit and twiddle 
our thumbs as we’re told over and over again from the right wing that 
global warming isn’t real? That it’s made up so the scientific com-
munity can ‘get more money’ from the ‘misinformed’  97 percent of 
scientists believe in global warming. The media powerhouses of the 
united states, through manufacturing consent, hire those that fill their 
corporatism. They are propaganda machines of the ruling class. 

When Donald Trump, states that global warming is “made up by the 
Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive” Do 
they think we are idiots? That we have no access to information? 
Trump’s business dealings have bought seawalls to protect his gold 
course he owns in Ireland. So it must be true that trump has the fear 
of global warming. He knows it exists, but he doesn’t care. he’ll just 
build a seawall, and now his problems are all gone, Absolutely dis-
gusting. 

With all this gloom and doom over the destruction of our planet. It 
is not too late yet. The majority of Americans understand the grave 
threat of global warming. Although they haven’t taken action, the few 
that act may save us all. We can help solve the problem by mass pro-
test of the oil barons, getting left leaning people into office, and once 
and for all building our planet again to become beautiful. 

https://www.instructables.com/id/Make-Your-Own-Biodiesel-Processor/
https://www.instructables.com/id/Make-Your-Own-Biodiesel-Processor/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoM7KlyhOvg
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The Horrors of the Climate Apocalypse 

The Dead Don’t Die, Jim Jarmusch’s (Down By Law [1986], Dead 
Man [1995], Only Lovers Left Alive [2013]) latest horror-adjacent en-
try, takes a pretty simple truth and runs away with it: the slow motion 
death of our planet is a waking nightmare, and sometimes it feels like 
the best we can do is muddle through until it inevitably eats us alive. 

OK, so maybe it’s not that simple a truth. He packs this metaphor 
into a classic tale of flesh-eating zombies descending on small-town 
America, an undead scourge brought on by a disruption of the Earth’s 
rotation due to a practice called “polar fracking.” It’s as ambling and 
self-reflexive and obsessed with its own coolness as much as any other 
Jarmusch movie. Still, there’s something relatable in the quotidien 
devastation portrayed throughout the film. Every day we learn some 
new statistic that indicates our world is melting before our very eyes, 
some apocalyptic portent that points to life on this planet being prob-
ably very bad, probably very soon. The Artic’s on fire. It’s the hottest 
month on record, again. Storms are getting more violent and con-
ventional wisdom (New Jersey doesn’t get tornadoes because it’s too 
close to the mountains, or the ocean, or whatever) is evaporating. 

But we work, and eat, and sleep, and shop, and watch movies anyway. 
The film belabors this point with a Tom Waits monologue that ties its 
man-made Armageddon to the distractions of mindless consumption. 
While there’s nothing newly profound to be gotten here (it’s really 
just Jarmusch’s spin on a “zombies + consumerism” theme well worn 
since George A. Romero’s Dawn of the Dead [1978]), the cosmic 
meaninglessness and defeatism of it all can still be scary as all hell 
from time to time. Unfortunately, Jarmusch can’t seem to decide if his 
climate parable should be funny or dour, and the tune of this musical-
ly-inflected commentary rings a bit tinny in the end. 

Enter John Carpenter. Carpenter’s penchant for rooting around in the 
weird and horrific abyss and making it both fun and provocative is 
nearly unmatched, and he’s someone I’ve been turning to for hope in 

our exponentially desperate times. 

While They Live (1988) has become a favorite base-building meta-
phor with the Left (present company included) over the years, thanks 
in no small part to some viral academia from Slavoj Žižek, I have also 
become fond of the director’s “Apocalypse Trilogy” as a set of in-
structive films for navigating the horrors of day-to-day life on a dying 
planet. The Thing (1982) offers the most obvious symbolic heft in re-
gards to global warming, with its amorphic all-encompassing violence 
emanating from a hole in an Antarctic iceberg. Prince of Darkness 
(1987) and In the Mouth of Madness (1994) have their own lessons 
in world-ending paranoia as well, and ultimately all three films extol 
virtues like trust, cross-discipline camaraderie, and critical thinking in 
the face of eldritch oblivion. 

But again, despite the dire straits and awful sights to behold, there’s 
an undeniably fun energy through it all. And I guess that’s where I 
want to leave this. Organizing against world-ending forces that seem 
well outside of our control is a terrifying prospect, but with the right 
outlook and comrades it can be exhilarating and captivating and funny 
and eye-opening, even with whatever anxious visions you might have 
buzzing in the back of your head. So let’s get weird and pissed off, 
and let’s get to work. 
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It’s Time for a New Generation of Thought
By Ian N.

Governments, corporations, and our elected officials have 
been aware of the danger of climate change for at least 40 years. Fast 
forward to today and we find that nothing has fundamentally changed, 
in fact we are actually accelerating towards the worst effects of global 
climate catastrophe. Our leaders are driving humanity off of a cliff 
and it seems as though the current administration is now stepping on 
the gas. The “adults” in the room have failed to steer us clear of this 
catastrophe, so people are now looking to students and youth leaders 
for answers.

 
Over the past year climate protests have exploded at an un-

precedented rate. What seems surprising (or perhaps not so surprising) 
is that many of these protests and activist groups are not only fueled 
by young people, but they are also led by them. As a current college 
student, I understand what is at stake for our future. I grew up watch-
ing storms batter the east coast time and time again. When Hurricane 
Sandy hit New Jersey I saw the devastation that incurred which lasted 
for years. The storm devastated home which had existed for years. 
Those homes remained wiped out for years while Chris Christie waf-
fled on relief aid only to allow for those homes to be replaced by luxu-
ry beach front properties. The people lost homes and were left without 
aid because of our capitalist system. My worldview was shaped with 
the knowledge that our planet is dying, while our leaders continuously 
put their donors above us. This is why student led groups like the Sun-
rise Movement have exploded along with the global School Strike for 
Climate (also known as Friday for Future), which was started by Greta 
Thunberg at the age of 15.

Today, college campuses and high schools are already at the 
forefront of the 2020 election. Students from across the United States 
have already created chapters of Students for Bernie in over 700 col-
leges, universities and high schools. My own chapter at Rowan Uni-
versity which my classmate Ryan and I started a couple of months ago 

has already exploded in size. We had over 20 members show up to our 
kick off event and have had massive positive reactions in talking to 
voters while canvassing on campus. At the forefront of our success, I 
believe, is the Green New Deal. In fact I have found climate change to 
be the top issue amongst students at Rowan University. Almost every 
student who I have talked to while canvassing for Bernie 2020 has 
mentioned climate when asked about the issues that matter to them.

If we are going to address our warming planet in any serious 
way, we are going to have to work on raising class consciousness in 
both student bodies and in labor, with a focus on intersectionality and  
international solidarity with workers and students, especially in the 
Global South, where many of the worst effects of climate change will 
be seen first.

 
Our movements are already strong and only growing. I’m an 

optimist because I see how students were able to change civil rights, 
end the Vietnam war and end the apartheid of South Africa through di-
vestments. We have millions of people in this country who care about 
our future, and I look forward to that future.
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Interested in learning more about DSA
and socialism?

Contact us:
email: dsasouthjersey@gmail.com
Twitter/Facebook: @dsasouthjersey

South Jersey DSA
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